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6 January 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

. .SUBJECT: SNIE 20-64: THm ATTITUDES OF NATO COUNTKIES TOWARD i
THE PROPOSED MULTILATERAL NUCLEAR _ o
FORCE (MLF) . i

1. This estimate was requested by the White House stafr,
whieh believed that the President should have the benefit of
-an intelligence judgment before decisions were taken. The
requesters asked that the estimate be made available before
the arrival early next week of Italian President Segni and

Foreign Minister Saragat.

2. The estimate was coordinated at the Representatives

1eve1'without great difficelty. There are no reservations and.
- thus far we know of only two points which might be querled | : ;3
a) INR indicated 1t wished to check on the
statement in baragraph four that European opinion — 'l" _{
had not found the militaryvarguments for an MLF very
bersuasive;
b) INR also appeared to have some preference
for saylng that Iﬁalian adherence wasn unlikely before.
mid-1964 -~ rather than "before the latter part of,196u,"e

as Concluslon B and Paraegraph 31 now have 1it.
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3. The estimate Qaévpréparéﬁ with the full knowledge
L ;-_'and cooperation of the two offices in the State Department
_ ost directly concerned with the MLF progect {a) Ambassador

Merchant S upecial staif and (b) the Policy Planning Council.

“On the latter's invitation, ONE staff drafters visited the
~ two offices to ask guestions and were allowed to borrow a
‘number of documents, including the Presidential briefing
i‘. | EV:< . paper which presumably prompted the request for the estimate.
B “ La{er, a delegation from ONE got comments from Mefchant,
J;.Wélt Rostow, and others on the Boardbdraft. (The same dele-
gation also took testimony from Dean Acheson who voluntecred

~ his observations on German attitudes.)

4. Merchent and Rostow thought the draft too gloomy
gbout prospects of early Italian adherence. The central

- Judgment on this issue is still the way they saw 1t.

L FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES:

SHERMAN KENT
Chairman
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